
Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Microorganisms An organism that can only be seen using a microscope, e.g. bacteria, mould and yeast.  

Characteristics  Special qualities or appearances that make an individual or group of things different to others.  

Key  A key is a series of questions about the characteristics of living things. A key is used to identify a living thing or decide which group it 
belongs to by answering 'yes' or 'no' questions.  

Invertebrates  an animal lacking a backbone, such as an arthropod, mollusc, annelid, coelenterate, etc  

Vertebrates  an animal of a large group distinguished by the possession of a backbone or spinal column, including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
and fishes.  

I can classify some plants, animals or micro-organisms, explain-
ing the choices made  


