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Classification

In 1735, Swedish Scientist Carl Linnaeus first published a
system for classifying all living things. An adapted version

CLASSIFICATION OF ANIMALS of this system is still used today: The Linnaeus System.

This is the grouping together of animals with similar characteristics. Animals can be classed as either vertebrates or invertebrates.

Living things can be classified by these eight levels. The number

fVERTEATES - ) of living things in each level gets smaller until the one animal

These are animals that have a backbone. These are animals that do not have a backbone.

is left in its species level. This is how a dog would be classified.
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Key Vocabulary |Definition

Microorganisms An organism that can only be seen using a microscope, e.g. bacteria, mould and yeast.

Characteristics Special qualities or appearances that make an individual or group of things different to others.

Key A key is a series of questions about the characteristics of living things. A key is used to identify a living thing or decide which group it
belongs to by answering 'yes' or 'no' questions.

Invertebrates an animal lacking a backbone, such as an arthropod, mollusc, annelid, coelenterate, etc

Vertebrates an animal of a large group distinguished by the possession of a backbone or spinal column, including mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,

and fishes.




